THE SPOKEN WORD

fed, but they have only the barest necessities in the
way of clothing. The newly constructed dwellings
are often handed over to foreigners and the workers
are left to exist under any conditions they can find.

In their efforts to eradicate the hated bourgeoise
the Communists penalised technicians, office workers
and former Government officials in every possible
way. This was all very well before they decided on
the Five Year Plan, but when that idea was born
there was a frantic search for members of the hated
class. Persons of those skilled professions, peace-
fully working as labourers, or other proletarian
pursuits, were not anxious to obey the call and resume
their old status. Most of them realised that their
task would be to teach their jobs to proletarians and
that as soon as they had done this, they would be
flung on the industrial scrap-heap ! All these people
knew that they could not place the slightest value
on the word of the Government, and were not pre-
pared to lay themselves open to a fate worse than
that they were already undergoing.

However, in various ways the Soviet scraped
together sufficient technicians to form a nucleus of
a new technical class and immediately commenced
training men and women from amongst the young
proletarians. In some cases the pupils were adept,
but in the majority of cases absolutely useless. Yet
these men were accepted by the Soviet and labelled
" technicians" and let loose in every Russian
workshop. The chaotic result is better imagined
than described,
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